In his opinion the real position was that the laity all over the country were urging the hospitals to take paying patients, and he thought the public had a right to say that those who paid the piper should call the tune. They had, however, taken care to limit the space available for contributing patients, and he thought there was no reasonable probability of the contributing element interfering with the interests of the general practitioners in the neighbourhood, the proportion being kept small. As to the amount to be paid per week, nothing had yet been fixed ; but it was to be merely rent, and not to be made a matter of gain to the hospital; it would certainly be something small, certainly not five or ten or twenty guineas. This also was agreed to, and the customary votes of thanks concluded the proceedings.
